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We have received a letter dated April 4 from[ 



which 

indicates he has the impressio^ that the Director has made a statement with 
specific reference to the JohrrBir ch Society . His letter is a disjointed 
tirade in vulgar language in which he asks, is the Director a Communist 
Party sympathizer or would he rather be classified as a fellow traveler. He 
attacks the Congress and accuses Attorney General Kennedy of attacking the 
John Birch Society because some communists were good contributors to the 
Democratic Party and they are now expecting some political protection. He 
concludes saying "you have been a political hand shaker, for a long time and 
if you don't like what I have to say, you can either put up or shut up, 
Mr. Hoover." 

OBSERVATION: 

This man is obviously one of the more irate John Birch members. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

In view of its irrational and intemperate character, no purpose 
will be served by acknowledging receipt of this. letter. - 
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subject: ROBERT H. Wr WELCH, JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



"The Sunday Star" of 4/9/61, page A6, contained an article 
entitled "Welch Denies He Said Eisenhower Is Signed-Up Red." Regarding 
Jj this article the Director noted "Let me have the quotes of Welch on 
\\ Eisenhower." 

A review of "The Politician. " a manuscri pt written by 
Welch , completed in December. 1<> I S4 1 and revised in August,, 10^ 6" 
which is a vicious attack on the military and political life and 
beliefs of former President Eisenhower, fails to disclos e that Welch 
did, in fact T state that Eisenhower was ^aTtara- carrying" communist.. 
However, tne manuscript is replete with insinuations and innuendoes 
that Eisenhower was procommunis^ an<T" f ollowed the orders of "his, 
communist bosses"? 1 Welch has not published the manuscript but has 
had a rimixea number of copies printed which he has distributed or 
"loaned" to friends or individuals who he believed would be interested 
in its contents. * 

Some of the more flagrant statements of Welch in this 
regard are as follows: 

In discussing the awakening of the American people to the 
communist menace Welch states: 

"The sad truth is that this tyranny ^ •■ t 
was actually saved, in this period of great 
vulnerability, by just one thing; by jthe inauguration, 
on January 20, 1953, of Dwijaht, Jav^L^isenhower 
as President of the United" Stat es . . . . The rationale 
A n^URE? his ele ction, and the temper of the American 
I ^^g^.S^P e0 P le » made imperative for a while that he 
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Re: Robert H. W. Welch, Jr. 

62-104401 

talk a good brand of ant i- Communism. But the 
Communist influences which completely controlled 
him kept the reins of that control tight and 
effective." 

In discussing Eisenhower as a candidate in 1951 Welch asks 
the reader to imagine that he is a member of the secret top strategy 
board of the Communist Party in the United States. He asks that the 
reader in this imaginary position not be thrown off the track by 
Eisenhower's announcement that he is a Republican. Welch continues; 

"For this man is completely a 'sleeper 1 
in the Communist cause, a crypto- Communist whom 
you have built up, from the outside, as a great 
patriot." 

In the manuscript Welch issues the following warning to 
any and all anticommunists: 

"... not to get too close to 
Eisenhower. with the truth about his Communist 
backing and pro- Communist activities. For 
the truth is the one weapon he and his fellow 
top Communists could not withstand." 

In discussing the communist attempt to dilute American 
sovereignty and break down the Americans' belief in independence Welch 
states: 



"On October 26, 1957, President 
Eisenhower. and Prime Minister Macmillan of 
England issued a joint statement in which they 
said: 'The concept of national sovereignty is 
now out of date.' We do not know just what the 
British law covering such a situation may be. 
We do know that for a president of the United States 
such a statement, and even more his countless efforts 
to support it by his actions, constitute a deliberate 
violation of his solemn oath of office, justifying 
his immediate impeachment; and that the lack of any 
move for such impeachment itself shows the almost 
unbelievable extent to which he and his Communist 
bosses have been able to make the American people 
lose their conscience, their courage, and their sense." 
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In discussing Milton Eisenhower as Presidential adviser 
Welch states: 

"In my opinion the chances are very 
strong that Milton Eisenhower is actually Dwight 
Eisenhower* s superior and boss within the Communist 
Party.". . . . "While I too think that Milton 
Eisenhower is a Communist, and has been for thirty years, 
this opinion is based largely on general circumstances 
of his conduct. But my firm belief that Dwight 
Eisenhower is a dedicated, conscious agent of the 
Communist conspiracy is based on an accumulation of 
detailed evidence so extensive and so palpable 
that it seems to me to put this conviction beyond 
any reasonable doubt." 

Welch discusses the communist use of the late former 
President Roosevelt and former President Truman and regarding 
Eisenhower states: 

"In the first stage, Roosevelt thought 
he was using the Communists, to promote his 
personal ambitions and grandiose schemes. Of 
course, instead, the Communists were using him : 
but without his knowledge or understanding of 
his place in their game. In the second stage, 
Truman was used by the Communists, with his 
knowledge and acquiescence, as the price he 
consciously paid for their making him president. 
In the third stage, in my own firm opinion, the 
Communists have one of their own actually in the 
presidency. For this third man, Eisenhower, there 
is only one possible word to describe his purposes 
and his actions. That word is treason." 

CONCLUSION : 

1 1 While it is true that Welch in this manuscript does not 

Icall Eisenhower a card-carrying communist, he does attempt to show 
I [that Eisenhower is a communist. 



ACTION: 
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"ifeiiOULD YOU BE DISTURBED? " This pamphlet wa s mside^availabl 

te SA FRANCIS W. NORWOOD by | | who stated that 

t'h'e pamphlet was be ing distraipuTiea | ^ j and 

The Informant was or the opinion that 



the 
co 




ommTtt g e "" For Individual Responsibility . who allegedly 
~d this ' pamphlet' " J is a front ror'^he Jo hn Birch 



rohl 



ANDERSON _ 
one of the leaders 



Society. It will be noted that Mr. 
one of the alleged distributors, is 

the' John Birch Society. It will be noted that the pamphlet 



of 
of 



is "in general a n attack on the National Council of Churches f/J 
and allege"s - "tlia't this organization i s com munist infiltrated. ^ 
In this regard there is a reference ~to the book, "Masters { j 
of Deceit" by the Director. H^i 



On April 5, 1961, | 
of the Post Mast£J2^_yashville7 



Post Office Box is rented by[ 



Office 
Te nnessee, advised tha t 



This material is submitted for information 
purposes and no action is being taken by the Memphis 
Division UACB. 
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Is Your Church a Member 
of The National Council 
of Churches? 



Members listed as of the National Council Churches: 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
African Methodist Epis. Zion Church 

AMERICAN BAPTIST CONVENTION (Northern Baptists) 
AMERICAN EVANGEL. LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Armenian Church of North America (diocese) 
Augustana Evangel. Lutheran Church 
Church of the Brethren 

CHRISTIAN CHURCHES (Disciples of Christ) Internat. Convention 
Christian Methodist Epis. Church 
Evangelical United Brethren Church' 

Evangelical Unity of the Czek. Moravian Brethren of N. America 

Five Years Meeting of Friends (Quakers) 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of N. and South America 

Hungarian Reformed Church in America 

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION U.S.A., INC. 

THE METHODIST CHURCH 

Moravian Church (Unitas Fratrum) 

National Baptist Convention of America 

Polish National Catholic Church of America — this is "old Catholic" and 
in communion with the Amer. Episcopal Church 



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. 

Reformed Church in America 

Roumanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 

Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church 

Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 

Seventh Day Baptists, General Conference 

Ukranian Orhodox Church of America 

Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church' 

United Lutheran Church in America 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. 




Does the NCC Speak for Protestantism 
on Social and Political Issues? 

Time and again the NCC has posed itself as the voice of Protestantism. 
This was not or is not a power they were given, have earned, or even 
have. But, they make the voice known — supposedly as the representation 
of 38,000,000 Protestants. 

Too often, the NCC or its committees pass resolutions or make stands 
that are too far to the "left" for most Americans to accept. Among these are: 

1. Recognition of Communist China by the U.S. 

2. Admission of Communist China to U.N. 

3. Progress toward universal disarmament by multilateral agreement 
(i.e. U.N.) 

(Note: This makes our armed forces subject to the Russian veto.) 

4. Abolishment of military conscription and allow Selective Service to 
lapse. 

5. They lobbied against and defeated the Bricker Amendment which 
would make it unlawful to make treaties that were in violation of 
the U. S. Constitution. 

6. They advocated repeal of the McCarran Act that prevents known 
Communists and other undesirables from immigrating to the U.S. 

7. They took a stand against "Right to Work" laws saying they were 
unchristian. 

8. They would do away with the House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee. 

9. They favor repealing the Connally Reservation which permits the 
United States to determine for itself what are domestic issues for the 
United States rather than leaving this jurisdiction to the World 
Court. This could lead to our losing the control of the Panama 
Canal, change in our tariff policies, etc. 

10. They favor Federal Aid to Education which would deprive us even 
more of our freedom. 

11. They favor the Forand Bill which would bring socialized medicine. 

12. They are strong on the liberal viewpoints on integration. 

13. They demand more and more foreign aid to other countries. 

The National Council of Churches goes all out for the "One World", 
"One Court", "One Church" idea. In economics they take the extreme 
liberal and socialistic viewpoint toward sharing the wealth, socialized medi- 
cine, government control. They publish booklets and pamphlets for study 
by church groups giving their viewpoints on these subjects, thereby leading 
the readers to believe that this is God's will. 

Ref.: WHY ONE CHURCH'S CONSCIENCE SPOKE OUT AGAINST 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE 
U.S.A. 
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For the N.C.C. to deny that (pommunism has infiltrated into some 
churches is pure stupidity. This is a matter of fact and numerous min- 
isters have admitted their communistic affiliations. The Communist have an- 
nounced this as one of their goals. 

Ref.: Masters of Deceit Chapter 23 
J. Edgar Hoover 

HERBERT PH1LBRICK, author of "I Led Three Lives," and for 
nine years an undercover agent for the F.B.I, said, "We are. losing the 
fight for freedom — there are more names of ministers than any other 
profession on the list of communist' supporters in this country." 

The National Council of Churches does not advocate any theology 
except the recognition of Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and Savior. It does 
not ask for personal acceptance of Jesus Christ, but lets each church de- 
termine upon what foundation a person becomes a Christian. But, many 
of the leaders and theologians most prominent in the NCC are liberal in 
their theology. Here are some of the beliefs of this hierarchy. 

1. The Bible is a mythology. 

2. Jesus was sinful. 

3. Jesus was not God. 

4. They do not believe in substitutionary atonement. 

5. They do not believe in Hell. 

6. They do not believe in the Virgin Birth. 

7. They do not believe in the Second Coming of Christ. 
For more information you can study the books of: 

Dr. G. Bromley Oxnam 
Dr. Reinhpld Niebuhr 
Dr. Paul Tillich 



Sources for Study Material | 

Many churches have asked for sources of information to conduct 
studies of their own on the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S. Listed below are some of the more prominent ones. There are many 
others. It is a common practice of the NCC to attack the individual or 
the organization issuing such reports and to label them Apostles of Dis- 
cord. However, in practically every instance, you will find that the facts 
presented have been verified and have not been challenged for authenticity. 



CONGRESSIONAL RECORDS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

"Uncertain Trumpets"— Congressional Record, Speech of March 3, 1960, by the Hon. Donald L 
Jackson, U. S. House of Representatives, United States Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 

"Testimony of Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam" before the Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
of Representatives, Washington, D.C, July 21, 1953. 

"Organized Communism in the United States"— Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Repre- 
sentatives, Washington, D.C, August 19, 1953. 

"100 Things You Should Know About Communism"— Committee on Un-American Activities, House of 
Representatives, Washington, D.C, May 14, ' 1951 pamphlet. On page 29 there is a section 
devoted to "100 Things You Should Know About Communism and Religion." 

"Issues Presented By Air Reserve Center Training Manual" Hearing before the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United Slates Printing Office, Washington, D.C, February 25, 1960. 

"The American Negro in the Communist Party"— Committee on UnAmerican Activities, U. S. House 
of Representatives, Washington, D.C., December 22, 1954, pamphlet. 

"Annual Report 1955"— Committee on Un-American Activities, U. S. House of Representatives, Washington 
25, D. C, January 11, 1956. 

"Communism," a reading list of 56 informative publications available from Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C 



BOOKS AND BOOKLETS 

"The Chairman's Final Report to the National Law Committee of the NCC," by J. Howard Pew, 1608 

Walnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 
"The Powers That Be", by Edmund A. Opitz, case studies of the Church in Politics. Foundation for 

Social Research, 1521 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 17, California. 
"Authority and Power In the Free Church Tradition," by Paul M. Harrison. A social case study of the 

American Baptist Convention, Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey. 
"Why One Church's Conscience Spoke Against The N.CC of Christ In the U.S.A.,"— First Baptist Church, 

Wichita, Kansas. 



ARTICLES 



"NCC Conference Plea Recognition of Red China"— page 25, Dec. 8, 1958 Christianity Today, 1014 

Washington Building, Washington 25, D. C. 
"NCC Head Pleads Red China's Case in Formosa"— page 27, Feb. 1, I960 Christianity Today, 1014 

Washington Building, Washington 25, D. C. 
"NCC World Order Policy Softens on Red China"— Editorial, page 23 and 29; "Greek Orthodox Church 

on WCC", page 31 and 32, Christianity Today, December 22, 1958. 
"The Communists Are After Your Church"— by Herbert A. Philbrick; a reprint of a Christian Herald 

article. Christian Herald, 27 East 39th St., New York 16, New York. 
"Do We Need a Protestant Separation of 'Church and State'?"— by Daniel A. Poling, May 1959, Christian 

Herald, 27 East 39th St., New York 16, New York. 
"The Church and Politics"— by. John 'Howard -Pew in May 5, 1960, Human Events, 408 First St. S.E., 

Washington 3, D. C. 

"Reds and Our Churches"— by J. B. Matthews, in July, 1953 American Mercury, 250 West 57th 

St., New York 19, New York. 
"Southern Conference Educational Fund"— by Fulton lewis Jr., March 31, 1960, Human Events, 408 

East First St. S.E., Washington 3, D. C. 
"The National Council of Churches"— Economic Council letter No. 440, Oct. 1, 1958, National Economic 

Council, Inc., Empire State Bldg., New York 1^ New York. 
"Statement of Union Membership as a. Condition of Employment", Department of Church and Economic 

Life Division of ' Christian ' Life" arid Work/ The National ' Council of Churches of Christ in 'the 

U.S.A., 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, New York. 
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ORGANIZATION, PUBLICATION OR INDIVIDUAL WHO CAN 
SUPPLY VARIOUS MATERIAL ON THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 



Human Events, 408 Firit Sweet S.E., Washington 3, D.C. 
Circuit Riders, Inc., 18 East 4th Avenue, Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

Herbert A. Philbrkk, National Layman's Council of Church League of America, 1407 Hill Avenue, 

Wheaton, Illinois. 
Church League of America, 1407 Hill Avenue, Wheaton, Illinois. 
Dan Smoot Reports, P.O. Box 961 1 , . Lakewood Station, Dallas 14, Texas. 
America's Futures, Inc., 542 Main Street, New Rochelle, N.Y. 

American Council of Christian Laymen, 122 W. Washington Ave., Madison 1, Wise. 

Allen Bradley Company, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (Ask for "Will You Be Free To Celebrate Christmas 
In the Future" article.) 

Rex M. Harlow, 5172 E. Harry, Wichita, Kansas. (Ask for letter from Walter Reuther commending the 

NCC on its labor policies.) 
Christian Crusade, P.O. Box 977, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Dr. E. F. Weber, P.O. Box 1144, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, North Carolina. 
Dr. Fred C. Schwarz, Box 890, Long Beach 1, California. 

Fulton Lewis, Jr., Mutual Broadcasting Co., Sheraton Park Hotel, Washington, D.C. 



For specific information on the political and social viewpoint of .the 
National Council of Churches, write to the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A., 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y., and 
ask for material on the subject you desire. 



Actions taken by Tbe N. C. C. at 
General Assembly Meeting in ! 
San Francisco, December - I960 

1. Adopted a $15,704,400 (m) budget for 1961, including $2,365,000 
for shipping surplus food and other aid to needy areas overseas. 

2. Praised the clergymen and citizens of New Orleans who have upheld 
the "worth of every individual, without regard to race or color" in 
the face of "rising hysteria and mob violence" against school integration. 



3. Advocated "responsible and democratic labor organization" among 
the nation's million migratory farm workers to raise their wages and sub- '< 
standard living conditions. 

4. Heard a comprehensive report from foreign missionaries, charging 
American apathy to oppression in other lands contributed to communist 
inroads in Cuba and elsewhere. They urged support for reform struggles in 
backward areas. 

5. Asked God's blessing on president-elect John F. Kennedy and vice 
president-elect Lyndon B. Johnson, praying that they be guided by God's 
will to lead the country in "paths of peace and justice for all mankind." 

6. Condemned state and local laws barring aid to dependent children 
because of illegitimate birth. 

Urged strengthening of the United Nations as "power for peace a- 
nations," and said Americans should be ready to accept the fact it 
may sometime — through its democratic processes — override the will of the 
United States. 

8. Call for "pioneering programs" by this country to heed God's com- 
mand and share our wealth of technical knowledge and farm surpluses to 
"feed the hungry and clothe the naked." 

9. Appealed for an end to discrimination in employment against Negroes, 
Puerto Ricans and other Spanish-speaking people, Indians, Jews, and Amer- 
icans of oriental descent. 

10. Recommended a continuing "dialogue with Roman Catholics" on re- 
ligious liberty and other church matters. 

11. Re-elected Dr. Roy G. Ross, as council's general secretary, and 
the Rev. Dr. Edwin Espy, as associate general secretary. 

12. Urged aid to Cuban refugees in Florida. 

13. Weighed a report on the "state of the churches" terming the present 
period "the most cataclysmic in a recorded history," and declaring the 
churches "dare not proceed on a business-as-usual' basis." 

14. Elected Miller, a scholarly 51 -year-old multimillionaire who teaches 
Sunday school in his hometown of Columbus, Ind., as the first layman to 
lead the council in its 10-year history. 

Ref. Reprinted from December 11, 1960 Nashville Tennessean. 

Compiled by Committee for Individual Responsibility 

Reprints of this pamphlet 10 cents each. Write: P. O. Box 6603 Nashville 
12, Tenn. 
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XT. RUTHERFORD 

BiDTracr. Trowu 



CJOOtS 1SJD 
fWOCT «Vtd BUILDUPS 
VJAOHIXTDTCG* SB. B.C. 



April -11, mi 



Boas 



^cur sraceist lot tar ic o® fffaug with osrirowaejsG in tar profession 
00 to oy motives a&d ©»cXe«!i wish irGopocfc £o the JcSsn Birch Socio ey 
£aat I hardly ttaow whoro to b©oia. 

I sbioli I can o*o up by oayiag that I hawo agreed *?ieh sfoo 
Qsusaosmcod purpose of exposing egsraaaioo of this Soaiofcy omd eg? 
E'GCOE'd vill oo roflocE. I do note S&ovo £o ac<eap£ of agfi?oTO ©f fefeo 
tecfeieo used by Mr. Kolch hlo fioUsworo . I have Gtaeod £ha£ 
cosr&aiaXy traoee ppe^Js hovo SSso jr&sSae to gs^s-gog shair ©piaiesiG, 
bu£ X claia ay xi$iZ to disagree wish fcJaoca. 



bb 
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2 €&isak sfeat tfelch'o crifcleiaea g© faz boyood the goiat 
of doeoBtcy and coactifcueo ocoar ce^aigffis upota cjnay gocd fcsoricasao. 
"Sfeo araeXoood cQEezials ia that regard arc oscoiloat osoc^Xoa. 
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peqoSMy hcwoc X tas?Q t>G£@s« E3 a ©opy ®f "fao PoUtieias", po!?° 
GOf&aX&y Queog^o^Ssedl fey KbXete assd X aio® haws e®3-raop<s2doaeG to 
t&icfo ho achats lodfpo aiat&affoSilp. "Sacro firs ©rota a forward ita gfeo 
b©©*i written by D2r. tSalda ia cfoieh fee ro^oro to it as "a caswaae^ipe 
or b®®k M . Xe is botsa^ea a bosii, jpsitatod by ®^ffsoe g»ffC30 t gq eSsapeos 
nuESstors,, chop to ir titXco oiad ooch ©f EEto 287 pa^po eemeoiao Ztoa vm&o 
u fkQ P@aitieiaa" at £teo b®£t«s3. 
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FBI „ 
Date: 4/25/61 



Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



.L. 



■ / 



H 



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 

SAG, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 

JOHN^BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 



ReBuairtel 4/14/61 and Los Angeles airtel in this 
matter 4/10/61. 



The _ori 
re Los Angeles '"airtel wa 



>6 of Infnwnai-.-inn nnntainprl in 



J^rE'a~'5a"rbara. "Califor nia. 

4/^l/bl he -w as advised by sAs RILEY L. MILLARD and Q 



at Santa Barbara that the FBI has no jurisdiction 
in this matter, and therefore the FBI will not become' involved 
in the situation. He stated he f ully understands that fa ct 
and would so advise his superior, 



Duri ng the conversation 
concerning the! 

lor -f.hP John Blrr.h snnlftt.v. and 



advised as follow s 



during" the|_ 



wereJ^AJj 



Executive Edit or, "Santa Barbara News-Press," an 




reported" for* that- paper. VEBLEN and 



Present 
IBLEN. , 



f member of 
mentioned that VEBLEN and 



drew admissions from 
he Birch So ciety. Later. 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



were gleeful" when 
that he was_a_s±3 

however, | 

believed to be communists and pointed out that VEBLEN formerly 
worked back East for the Fund for the Republic; that the Fund 
had moved Its headquarters to (Santa Barbara about the time 



/rere 



■3 - Bureau (AM - REGISTERED) 
1 - Los Angeles 




THT : CEA 
(4) 



ALT, T^or-i'Ticr 



APR . 2*7 1961 



*M±L Sent 




Approved: 



OMAY % 




ecigL^gent in Charge 
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LA 100-59001 

VEBLEN arrived in the city to work for the " News -Press. ". 
Both newsp aper representatives were obviously shaken by 

I comments . and both were glum, during the balance 
I talk. 



Later on that evening 



mentioned Governor 



BROWN and Attorney General JSTANLEY^MOSK, State of Ca lifornia 
and said he~~believed both were "prdbabTy communists. 1 

in 



pointed out that BROWN had accepted communist money 
running for governor and that MOSK had belonged to or 
loaned his name to various communist-type organizations. 



anonymity tol 



said that VEBLEN had promised complete 



_____ However, t. yi.^TUK&ff, j'upiisner, 

"Santa Barbara News-Press, " was said to have disclosed the 
facir~to representatives of the CBS on 4/10/61. 



b6 
b7C 



He advised that he had given copies of [ 



to the " News-Press." but that i n making the copies he 



had purposelyf 



It' 63? teti)p6rar y uSe" 



has advised CBS the 



t 



that CBS has_reau£at£d 
He sa id the I 



wouldlbe made 



availab le if CBS will sign a complete i ndemnification to 
protect I ~~|and the County of 

Santa Barbara in event of a lawsuit by 



CBS, according to [ 



] has advised th at thev 



could not ready the story by 4/20/61 wherein instant [ 



is planned to be used; that probably in the next 



two or three weeks it will be prepared for use on one of 
their Thursday night "CBS Reports" shows. 



that copies ^_ 
and Attorney General 



Irecal led that T. M. STORKE had advised 
Iwere forwarded to Governor BROWN 

DSK. and bo th had indicated that they bb 

do not de slre |~ I in entirety to anyone. b7C 

j "| related that | \ had personally b7D 

telep honed the Governor pribr to the latter having h eard | | 
I l and had advised him of the comments by | | to the 

effect he believed the Governor was a communist and had 
accepted money from communists. The Governor, he said, . 
blurted out, "Did he mention specific instances?" 



recalled that[ 



on the evening in 



question had also dwelt at some length as to his beliefs 
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CHANGED TO 

fa* /of hf" *i 



MAR 26 1965 



ALL INFORMATION CHAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASb i<kl KD V / 



TcHjson 



"UNITED STATES GOVERP^^J 

Memorandwh 



i 




TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. DeLoach 



date: April 4, 1961 



D. C. Morrelr 



.^1 



Rosen , -i 

Tavel fy*% 
Trolterl£«l£- "" 
W.C. 

Tele. Room 

Ingram . 



Gandy . 



t~ : o 
>■ a; 

GO 

!f-;0 



" tZ3 i— I 

S3 



J_Krv&u___b So____V\ 
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S3 



R eference mv memo to you under^bove caption dated 3-31-61. 
| You will recal l! | wrote the Director expressing concern for the 

J lack of knowledge of communism on the part of "one of your FBI men. " We* 
dispatched a teletype to the Indianapolis Office on 3-31-61 advising that H 
| be interviewed, the identity of the FBI employee ascertained J|! 
and that she be informed that all Agents are fully informed on subversive Si 



matters, but as a matter of policy do not discuss such issues unofficially.^: 



Today, 4-4-61, 
Indianapolis advising that| 



we rece ived a reply by teletype from 



was interviewed and identified the 



o 



X 




«>FBI employee she referred to in her letter as Special Agent Robert E. 

asters of the Philadelphia Office. She and her husband had visited in 
the Masters' home while in the Philadelphia area, and she be ing active 
in the John Birch Society and interested in combating commurlinTlaiied" 
to realize the position of Special Agent Masters in that he was reluctant 
to discuss communism with her socially. She expressed deep appreciation 
for the contact and the explanation as to the Bureau's position in such 
matters, and she was most apologetic for raising the incident in the first 
place. She desired that Special Agent Masters not be made aware of her 
letter which was hurriedly written and which she now recognized as not 
being accurate. ^ , : mfi^&i^f'//f£ 

There does not appear to be any bi^$n%_^screjtion on the 
part of Special Agent Masters. This appears t$Se another incident in 
which a citizen has been overly excited by anticommuliism groups, and now 
that she understands the Agent's position and why he cannot discuss the 
matter with her, she is perfectly satisfied. ~j — *4f&>Qt. 1? 

It is believed that this information; should be roade available 5 '/ | 
to the Philadelphia Office for the information and guidance ,of . SA-Masters in 
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the event of future contacts witt 

Enclosure <de^Qr J~^-&/ 

1 - Administrative Division - Enclosures' 
1 - Mr. Mohr - Enclosures 
1 - Mr. Parsons - Enclosures 
1 - Mr. Belmont,- Enclosures 
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Recommehi 



f 



♦ 



Me morandum to Mr. DeLoac h 
Re: 
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RECOMMENDATION: 



That the attached letter to Philadelphia, with enclosures, 
furnishing information concerning this matter be approved and forwarded. 




K 
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tuttm. bureau of m<immim 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
APR 2 61961 
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Mr. Tolsoi. 




Mr. 

fib. 

Mr! 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Tele 
Mr. 



Parsons 
Mo'hr 

Belmont^^T' 
Callahan 
Conrad,. 
DeLoach. 

Evans 

Malone._ 

Rosen 

Tavel. 



Trotter 

W.C.Sullivan 

. Room—. 

Ingram 

Gandy 



URGENT 4/26/61 5-25 PM EST MHM 
p DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM SAC, JACKSONVILLE /100-375/ IP 




JOH 



:rch society, is - x. 



INFORMED THIS DATE INVITED TO ATTEND MEETING 



FLORIDA, WITH LEADER, UNKNOWN IDENTITY, OF JOHN BIRCH 
SOCIETY. OTHERS INVITED INCLUDE TWO MEMBERS OF FLORIDA KU KLUX 
KLAN AND 




DAYTONA BEACH CITIZENS COUNCIL. 
WILL ATTEND AND WILL ADVISE 



RESULTS OF MEETING. 
END ACK PLS 
51//// 

TXXX5-26 PM OK FBI WA WC 
DISCO 
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LA 100-59001 

■concerning J^U^AJ^I^^QULD, Chancell or, _Uniy.ejp_sjJ;y; of 
Cal if ornia _ a t_Sanjta Bar bar ar r i ving" a t the con clus ion " 
that^'GOULD was eitner '"a communist or at least sympathetic 
toward communist aims in this country. 

Source sa id that T. M. STORKE told him that' ) 

in its entirety -to 



GOULD does not want 

anyone., Source pointed out tnat liuuiji) has loudly decried 
the "wave of conservatism" sweeping college campuses recently;; 
that he had condemned as un-American the conservative 
Freedom Club on his campus but has said nothing against 
the Santa Barbara Students for Civil Liberties. He 
pointed out that it is rumored the latter group is liaisoned 
with a similar group at Berkeley which was involved in the ; ".. 
San Francisco riots during the meeting of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee last year. 

■ ■'•'In line with the comments concerning Dr. GOULD, 
it is noted that on 4/13/61 RICHARD BUFFUM, Editor, "Goleta 
Gazette, "• Goleta, -California, printed the following:- 

DAVID ARNOLD, student at the University of ' ).'■ 

California, Santa Barbara, ostensibly disclosed to the 
"El Gaucho, " campus - newspaper, that he had infiltrated the r" ■ 
1'5 -member- Freedom '-Club. ■ Mr* BUFFUM reported further, 
however, that ".. . A : previous reported top-level conference , 
between Chancellor SAMUEL GOULD, News-Press Publisher T. M. 
STORKE, PAUL VEBLEN, News-Press executive editor, had 
resulted in the decision' to place the story in El Gaucho, 
so that it would appear that it had been uncovered by the 
student journalists. ; The dramatic impact of this brilliant . 
chicanery — I still smart with professional jealousy — is . " 
obvious. What an ingenious way to launch a nationwide story I" 



o 

7 C 
7D 



. : ' : On- the afternoon of 4/21/61, | 
.Who hag -stated earUer in the day . that both he and j 

| t [were piqued, over the disclosure py. 

Tv Hi -STORKE' vas to their . involvement ■• In. this matterv;^dvis'ed;: 
as follows.: " 



IT 



■On -4/21/61 

anct - the .inter est 



had- "leaked'! ; the,- fact .of-; ■?£ 

' of cbs in it:- 

. , (■^WILL^SOIIGRT, a . dir ector off-the John^^Bi^cJ^ 



n -t^r : - prepaid -thfe" TCa'tTer indicated the 
UWP^ I injunction' prohibiting : CBS from " 

• / -\'] -• - r? •■'■ - - : -. : ci::: : ' A ;;?V- : vt 

• '•.? requested tha 



a'tl^er indicated th e/ Society might - file, an" 



, , V~ be .treated .in extreme \confidence-iv 

' - - T"n -**• ■~*^-X-t^^£a,~ ,^:,:^n::- 



that' his comments in this • matter- 
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oAwovto FORM NC ys ^ ^ ^ 

Oj/^itf NLemoMndum • * united st4R- government 




Director, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 

Walter Yeagley, Assistant Attorney 
neral, Internal Security Division 

o , _., 

The John Birch Society 

$3 




There are forwarded herewith for your inf ormati- 
r>r ~pies of correspondence between the HnnyahiR Tnvhprt 

fecdpnald and this Division concerning ITe captioned 
"subj^cT," - 



Enclosures 
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-> 
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Honorable Torbert H. Macdonald 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Congressman: 

On behalf of the Attorney General I acknowledge 
your letter of April 3, 1961 relating to the John Birch 
Society and wish to thank you for your thoughtful ex- 
pression of views on this subject. 

At his press conference on April 6, 1961 the 
Attorney General, in answer to an inquiry whether he felt 
there was any necessity for an investigation of the John 
Birch Society, stated that he had not found, as of that 
date, that the Society had violated any Federal laws. A 
copy of the complete text of the Attorney General's remarks 
is enclosed for your information. 

As you will appreciate, this Department is limited 
in the definition and scope of its functions. Hence, we 
are not authorized by law or executive order to investigate, 
through the Federal Bureau of Investigation, either in- 
dividuals or organizations except where there is reason to 
believe from the available information that a violation of 
Federal law has, in fact, occurred or that their activities 
come within the purview of executive orders, administrative 
regulations and other laws enforced by this Department. In 
the absence of such information, we believe it would be in- 
appropriate for us to request the FBI to undertake an 
investigation in this matter. \ 

» 

If I can be of assistance to you in any other matter, 
please do not hesitate to communicate with me;.' 

Sincerely, 



J. WALTER YEAGLEY 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D. 33. 
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April 5, 1961 



The Honorable Robert P. Kennedy 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

Recently the press had indicated that the 
John Birch Society has been active in demanding 
the impeachment of Chief Justice Earl Warren and 
has impugned the loyalty of other patriotic 
Americans. 

There is much confusion surrounding the exact 
nature of this organization and in view of the 
conflicting statements and seriousness of the charges 
leveled, it appears that there are legal grounds for 
an investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

On one hand, we hear that derogatory remarks 
have been made about the President and former Presidents 
and on the other hand, respectable people who know about 
the society, support it and deny the allegations. 

Since there is a possibility that this matter 
does not come within the jurisdiction of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities, I would like to urge, that 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation make an investigation 
of the John Birch Society. I feel it will be good for 
all concerned to have the matter cleared up. 



With kind regards, I am 



Sincerely yours, 



THMracs 



/s/ Torby Macdonald 

Torbert H. Macdonald, M.C. 
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ENCLOSURE 



SAC, El Paso (100-5739) 



1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 

April 27, 1961 



■J 



Director, FBI (62-104401) 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Reference is made to the latest Inspection 
Report of the El Paso Office which contained a 
suggestion memorandum concerning captioned Society. 
In the memorandum t he Inspector ins tructed that 
confidential source | _ | he contacted to 

determine complete details concerning chapters of the 
Society located at Midland and Odessa, Texas. The 
memorandum also stated that you should report the 
results of this contact to the Bureau. 
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A review of Bufile fails to disclose the 
receipt of a communication from your office in this 
regard. In the event the information has been furnished 
you are instructed to advise the date and caption of 
the communication. In the event the information has 
not been furnished the Bureau same should be expedited. 

Handle promptly. 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach. 
Evans 



Malone _ 
Rosen _ 

Tavel 

Trotter _ 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 
Ingram 
Gandy 



JHK:mar 
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MAILED IS 

APR2T 1961 

CQMM-FBI 





19 APR 28 '96' 
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Date: 4/10/61 



Transmit the following in 
Via 



Tolsoji.-, 

Arsons 

. p '!fchr 

Be?mont._ 
. Callahan.. 

Osr.cul... 

f >■•!, <>*c.h... 

Evans:...._. 

Malone: 

R-ssn _.. 

Tavel 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



Trotter 

W.C.Sullivan 

Room 

1 ogram 

5 Gandy 



. Ll--- 



SO: 

PROM: 

RE: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, IjOS ANGELES (100-59001) 

JOHN BIECIL^XIETY 
SECURITY MATTER 



0n[ 



G-i 



I Santa Barbara, California, advised in confidence that PAUL 

VEBLEN, Executive Editor. "Sant a Barbara Nftws- Press, " on 3/31/5TT 

"requested assistance | 

place on that night. BEBLEN stated 



^as with consent of holder of room. 



which was to take 



sation between I 



J and 



] 



ute conver- 
student at 



University of California at Srtnf.a Harhara was working with "News- 
Press" in matter and| |in Santa Barbar 

Club, adjunct of You ng Americ ans- f or. Freed oms at uq SB. 



succeeded in ge tting 



to state that 



_Jof John Birch Society; that 
]Preedom Clubs ibn college campusesT 



5 



was 




I admits being member of Santa Barbara Civil H7n 
Liberties Committee and is reportedly in liaison with similar c 
committee at University of Calif orniat at Berkeley. 



The Freedom Club and SBCLC are off- campus student groups 
The former is reportedly extremely conservative and latter is 
interested in abolishing HCUA and has *$Smilar liberal aims. 

After firs t 20 minutes | 
Freedom Club arrived 



a. 

2: 



8 

Q ■ 
LU 

Q 

8j 

Z I 
3 



1 other members of 



Source 



I advised oh 4/10/61 



that District Attorney VERN THOMAS was called to office of T^ M. 
STORKE, Publisher, "Santa Barbara News- Press," on 4/10/61, and 



# # 



LA 100-59001 



introd 
York. 



ced to a 



ldeslred one 



of CBS Radio, who had flown out from New 
our taped Inter view with District Attorney 

in JohnBirch Society. 



Vl0/6i 1~ 

Source assumed CBS hoped to 3ho w conne ction between Freedom Clubs 
and John Birch Society. States V I advised CBS planning one hour, , 
show on 4/20/61 re this matter and John Birch Society. ® /C 

b7D 
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interviewing P 
lines. "Sarjia 
reflecting 
tone. 



An other source advised on U/-I O/61 that CBS representatives 

] above, along simi lar 



did a front page storyj 

of Freedom Club in a commendatory 



Source 1 _ s ___ 

fu rnished FBI at instance f 
re 



advised his information 
lbut request ed facts ; 
be 



treated in confidence. 



Source previously advised that 

admissions regarding his position with John Birch Society may 
possibly be published in "Life Magazine." 
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 



J^JftlTED STATES GOVE^l^ 

Memorandum 



ENT 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. A. H. Belmont^H^, 



date: April 13, 1961 



Mr. F. J. Baumgari 

a 

subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CWcBT&ING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 




/ 



The Los Angeles Office by airtel 4/10/61 furnished th 
following information. 




SantayBarbara, ^Cjilj^toLia, confidentially advised on 4/1/61 that 
PaulJveble nit Executive Editor. "Santa Barbara News-Pr ess ," requested 
asslreTancel ~|a conversation 

between* - 



"JancTr 



_Jon 3/3V61. [ 
: of the holder 



of the rooK 



J 



b7C 



versation oetweenl 
continued | 
the Young iimerlcahs 



land I 



The b7D 
a con- 



U 



lor freedom 
During the 20-minute conversation 
to admit that he is 



I for about zu minutes and then 
I after members of 
arrived in the room. 



gro up 




cam 



and j tha-t |_ 



lsucceeded in getting f 

~ ^ tiie .lohn Kirp.n — 

m Clubs .on^col^eqe 



si 

5? ' 




Accor d 

I isSa student at the University of California at 
San ta Barbara: was wor king with the "News- Press" in this matter; 



had L 

I at the University 



Jin the Santa Barbara Freedom Club. 
of California at Santa Barbara. I 
|a member of the Santa Barbara Civil Liberties Committee (SBCLC) 



and 

of YAF 
admits being 
and is 



adjunct 



[reportedly in liaison with a similar. committee at the University of 
iCalif ornia at Berkeley. 



It he 

r 



The Freedom Club and the SBCLC are off -campus student groups, 
former reportedly extremely conservative and the latter interested 
abolishing the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 



LU 



t 

8 

Q 

LU 
Q 

z 

3 



62-104401 



1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

1 - 

RJR:man.(9> ; 



Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 



Parsons 
Mohr 
DeLoach 
Rosen 
Belmont 
Baumgardner 
McGowan , 
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to 



APR £6-1961 



1^ 



ALL INFORMATION 
HEREIN IS UHGLAoUlfi£-D 
DATE>^i% B 




CO! T TAJKED 
b£LED 



4 



4 



Memo to Mr. Belmont 
Re: John Birch Society 
62-104401 



On 4/10/6 
the office of l.j&j 
and introd uced "to a 
New York. [ 



dstrict attorney Vern Thomas was called to 
storks. Pnhi-ishftrj "Santa Barbara News-press ," 
o f 'CBS Radio who" had flown out from . 



_____ desired a one-hour taped interview with t he 
District Attorney I ~l the JBS, 

apparently to show some connection between the Freedom Clubs and JBS. 

I advised that CBS is planning a one-hour show on 4/20/61 con- 
cerning this matter and JBS. 



I 



Another source advise d on 4/10/61 that CBS representatives 

11J 1 alorig similar lines and that the "Santa 

Barbara Hews- Press" did a front-page story on|_ 



were interviewing 



b6 
b7C 

b7D 



]of the Freedom Club in a commendatory tone. 



I The 
[ advised that [ 



I admissions regarding his position 
| with the JBS may possibly be published in "Life Magazine." 

The 



that his informati on was turnisnea tne FBI upon instruct ions of 



Ibut requested the facts . concerning thef 



dvised 



be treated in confidence. 
INFORMATION IN BUFILES 



b7D 



There is no information in Bufiles identifiable with Paul 
Veblen, | Vern Thomas and SBCLC and there is no derogatory 

information m Bufiles concerning the YAF. The YAF was organized at 
a conference held in Connecticut in September, I960, which was attended 
by a group of young men and women from 44 colleges and universities 
throughout the country. The purpose of the YAF is to stimulate and 
mobilize the conservative spirit among America's youth toward con- 
structive action in the political and social arena. 



Bufiles indicate T. M. Storke was a former U. S. Senator, 
by appointment, from California from 1938 to 1939. Bufiles contain 
no identifiable derogatory information concerning Storke. 

Bufile 140-20736 contains information possibly identical 

with I I In 1959 a Security of Government Employee s investigation 

was conducted on j | for a 

Veterans Adminis tration Hospital. Oakland. Ca lifornia, based on 



b6 
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allegations that 



the letterhead of "Medical 



- 2 - 



# 



Memo to Mr. Belmont 
Re: John Birch Society 
62-104401 



\ Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy" fi« r>f ift/ifi/37 nnrt that: t.Vift "nn-tiv 
People's World" in 1938 indicated | 

I of a n ambulance in aid o f Spanish loyalists. investigati on disclosed 
that | \ whose name was legally changed to | 

and who in 1959 was an art student at the University of Califor nia. 
On 10/8/59 the Civil Service .Commission advised that | | receiv 
a favorable determination under Executive Order 10450. , 



The L©s Angelescu Office is being separately advised not to 
become involved in this situation as it a not within FBI jurisdiction 
and the District Attorney should be made to clearly understand 



ACTION: 



b6 
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this. 
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optionalform.no. 10 

5010-104 



UNITED STATES GOVE 

Memorandum 



TO 




v / 



\ 



DIRECTOR, FBI ( 62-104401 ) (REG) date: 4/25/61 



: SAG, SEATTLE (100-24754) 

: AMF.RTfiATJ STTRVTVAT, r TNO. 

Box 24, Belling ham, Washington, . 
INPOmAf^N^CWCERNiNG 7 ' RECvfe^ 
THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY r\ 



On April 18, 1961. LEE_J, 
the J0HN_BI£CJiJ3iaaJ^ 



UBJECT 





LooaX. .leade r of 
■shed two mimeographed 
publications" of J^IS^ID A^f^Bffil^AL ^JNO^, He advised that this 
group was "sort'^bf 'a ^ront group" for t 



group 
and the two publ 
manner: (l) MORQ 
civic groups' 



group" for the JOHN-BIRCH SOCIE TY, 
ons were disseminated in the following 
WELL hasjjpe^n giving speeches to various 
fiVrwardi 



ana afterward^yss^^TaTTds out the publications 
to interested individuals. (2) "One of our people" has a 
mailing list he is distributing this information to. 

The first publication is in the form of an invitation 
to rgquest additional information from AMERICAN SURVIVAL, INC. 
The second is a tear sheet which may be used to order a number 
of Government Printing Office publications directly from 
Government Printing Office. 

ADAMS ON said the list of Government Printing Office 
publications was "lifted" from the MINDZENTY STUDY GROUP. 



The publications are being submitted as enclosures 
to this letter. 



who was 



I fBUfile 65-2542) 
J by the Seattle Office 



b6 
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Piles of the Seattle Office contain no adverse v 
information identifiable with ADAMS ON and contain no infor- 
mation identifiable with the MINDZENTY STUDY GROUP. 

This is being furnished to the Bureau for the purpose 
n of indicating the current extent of the activities of the 
\ JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY in the vicinity of Bellingham, Washington. 



(2)- Bureau (REG) (Encs. 2) 
1 - Seattle 
PTB/jpv 
(3) 



50N1W4 




ALL INFORMATION CONT0K 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSSf IKD 




' AMERICAN : SURVIVAL : INC. 

A. non-prof it, non-secterian, non-political organization, with no dues, no memberships, and 
nothing to sell. 

Composed of a constantly increasing number, of individuals who are aroused to the threat of 
the growing loss of freedom in the United States of America; the Western Hemisphere and the 
world, and who are determined to do something about it; who are affiliated with organiza- 
tions, and subscribers to publications, which have taken a stand in opposition to the 
Communist Global Conquest; and who have pooled their collective knowledge through AMERICAN 
SURVIVAL, INC. 

The United States is involved in a world crisis. We did not create thi3 crisis. The Com- 
munists began it in 1917, when they overthrew the liberal representative government in 
Russia to establish their dictatorship. It was their intention then, and it has been their 
goal ever since ; to use the revolutionary weapon for world conquest. This is the crux of 
today's struggle for survival. No one can predict how long the conflict will continue. We 
do know, however, that it has become a total war between two fundamentally opposed social 
systems. 

The time-tested Communist tactics — propaganda, agitation, front group activity and dip- 
lomatic maneuvers are being implemented by extensive economic aid, technical assistance 
and "cultural exchanges." All of these are carefully planned and coordinated on a world- 
wide scale to promote the Communist Global Conquest. 

WHAT CAN I DO? ,,,. 

What can you do to. help reverse this trend and save our country from a Communist "take- 
over?" YOU CAN DO PLENTY! You have influence, whoever you are, within -your own family, 
your circle of acquaintances and in your community. Don't be backward. Acquire an under- 
standing of Communism, and then speak up. BE QUIETLY ACTIVE! 

The first step in battling Communism is KNOW YOUR ENEMY. 

AMERICAN SURVIVAL, INC. is prepared to help you to KNOW YOUR ENEMY. 

A knowledge of what Communism really is and how it operates will also help us to avoid the 
danger of confusing Communism with legitimate dissent on controversial issues. Communism 
feeds on social ferment, so, for this reason, the "party line" will frequently coincide 
with the-"views of many non-Communists on specific issues. We must also guard against the 
-tendency to characterize as Communists those who merely disagree with us, or who advocate 
unorthodox or unpopular beliefs. When anyone is erroneously branded a Communist, it not 
only constitutes an injustice to the individual, but also helps Communism by scattering the 
strength of ant i -Communist forces. 

In combatting Communism, we must beware of vigilante action. Our responsibilities as cit- 
izens are to be certain of our facts, and then report them to the proper authorities. 

Every exposure of Communism's false promises, inherent contradictions and deceitful tactics 
helps to shatter its idealogical appeal and to fortify against psychological pressures. 
But, in this struggle for the minds of men, exposure alone is not enough. Exposure must be 
complemented by a long-range educational program with a dual purpose. This program must 
encompass, not only a penetrating study of Communism, but also a thorough grounding in the 
basic principles of our individual freedom under law. It must be decided to train people 
to think independently, and to distinguish between truth and error. 

AMERICAN SURVIVAL, INC., offers an educational program of ten classes, using subject 
material prepared , printed and sold by the 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

For additional information, complete, and mail the attached inquiry. ' 



AMERICAN SURVIVAL, INC. 
Box 24 

Bellingham, Washington 

Please send roe additional information on the educational program sponr-octd by AMERICAN 
SURVIVAL, INC. 



(Name) 



(Street address) 



(^ost O^fic-:. ) 



JL 




BOX 24 
BELLINGHAM V WASHINGTON 

This is in reply to your request for additional.. infonaation-as~to-what YOU CAN DO 
about t&e steady advance of the COMMUNIST GLOBAL CONQUEST. 

s 

Th*e educational program recommended by AMERICAN SURVIVAL, INC., is based on J. Edgar 
Hoover's statement that such a program "must be designed to train people -to- thvnk,_.and- to" 
distinguish between TRUTH and ERROR." 

The ten publications listed on the attached order blank are carefully selected to 
give ydu a basic understanding of the problem of the COMMUNIST GLOBAL CONQUEST. * 

This material may be used as a self -improvement project; however, as it is recognized 
that personal instruction expedites and improves the learning process, AMERICAN SURVIVAL, 
INC., is prepared to provide qualified advisors for any group of ten or more who are in- 
terested in doing something about the SURVIVAL OF AMERICA and the FREE WORLD. You are 
invited; to write for additional information on this phase of our work. 
1 

We hope that the foregoing will assist you to become a dedicated member of the fast 
growing force of patriotic Americans with the purpose of developing an AMERICAN INITIATIVE 
TO WIN THE WAR AGAINST COMMUNISM. 

TEAR OFF AT THIS LINE 

ORDERFORM 

Superintendent of Documents , 
Government Printing Office 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Enclosed find $2.15 (check, money,: order , or Documents coupons). Please send me . the 
following publications: \ • 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM: . THE COMMUNIST MIND., Staff Consultation with Dr.. . 
Frederick, Charles Schwarz', HUAC, May 29, 1957 $0.15 

COMMUNIST PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE: BRAINWASHING, Consultation with Edward 

Hunter* HUAC, March .13, 1958^ , . ........ .., , 0.15 

, ..... . 

THE' KREMLIN'S ESPIONAGE AID TERROR ORGANIZATIONS, Testimony of Pet'r S. 

Deriabin, .HUAC,,. March 17., 1959 ... , 0.15 

COMMUNIST CONTROLS ON RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY, Testimony of Petr S. Deriabin, . 

SISS, May 5, 1959 . . . . , '•■ 0.15 

PERMIT COMMUNIST-CONSPIRATORS TO BE TEACHERS? House Document No. 213, 83rd 
Congress, 1st Session, 1953 °' 20 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE U.S.A.: A HANDBOOK FOR AMERICANS, SISS, Senate' 

Document No. 117, 84th Congress, 2nd Session, 1956 0.30 

THE TECHNIQUE OF SOVIET PROPAGANDA, Senate Internal Subcommittee, 86th -;■ 

Congress, 2nd Session, 1960 0.15 

LANGUAGE AS A COMMUNIST WEAPON, Consultation with Dr. Stefan T. Possony, 

HUACv March 2, : 1959 . 0.20 

PATTERNS OF COMMUNIST ESPIONAGE, Report by the House Un-American Activities 
Committee^ January, 1959 .. - 0.25 



COMMUNISM IN ACTION, Hon. Everett MT "Dirks en, -HD -No . 754, 79th Congress 0.45 



(Name)' 



(Street Address) 



(Post Office) 



)»JMENT |A 

Memorandum 



\ *7-^-^j?~-d?riONAL FORM NO. 10' ^^ft ^^^m,^ 

•UNITED STATES GO^EnMENT 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI date: 4/28/61 



subject: 



SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-9548) 

0 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING - 
INTERNAL SECURITY 




There are enclosed articles which appeared In the "Charlotte 
^ Observer," 4/23/61 concerning a chapter of the John Birch Society which 
7/ is now active in Rutherford County, N. C, under present leadership 

No investigation has been made with reference to this chapter 
in accordance with existing Bureau instructions. 





/ 



4-572 (Rev. 2-19-60) 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



UNITED STATES GOVERNP 



Memorandum 

TO : The Director date: /£ ^ /? / L 3- °J ^ ^ 



FROM : N. P. Callahan 
subject: The Congressional Record 

Page 5939. Congressman Ryan, (D) New York, apoke concerning 
'rights provided under the Constitution of the United States. He makes reference 
to the JohirBirch Society stating "The society's views are as repugnant to our 
American traditions as the views of the Communist Party. However, in our ' 
efforts to protect ourselves against the misguided, we must be careful that the 
very thing we are protecting— democratic institutions— is not destroyed. 
A congressional investigation of the John Birch (Society would be Just as 
antithetical to our heritage as some of the views of the society. - - - This 
.'organization like those of the same stripe before it will wilt and die In the glare 
of public exposure and debate. " 



MI INFORMATION CONTAINED 

E>r.ii« id unclassified 

5 d MAY 5 jgg| -un <w ! mi 




the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for ) f 1 4 L / was reviewea an d pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's^attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




KtL 34, ML* 



to : The Director DATE: fhfH ft- ct-V; 

■< 

FROM : N.P.Callahan 

V 

subject: The Congressional Record 



, Page 5857. Congressman Hlestand, (R) California, Introduced 

H. Res. 261, a resolution creating a select committee to conduct an investigation 
a ftd study of the JohirBirch Society for the purpose of determining whether 
additional FederaTlegMaBoll5"neces8ary to protect the public interest. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED v 




,56 WAY 5 1961 



102 MW 1 1961 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for A^p^jU l^iH^j was r eviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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JME1S 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401 ) 



"united states hoy^NMEU 

iau 




date: 4/28/61 



FROM- 



subject: 



SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 

O ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

JOHN/BIRCH SOCIETY . HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

INFORMATION CONCERNING DATE A E'^to^e^^- 

( INTERNAL SECURITY ) 5-^6 l*Y-$J*/r> 

On 4/26/61 1 ~ I 

s Angeles 4o, caiirornia, personally appeared at 



_Los Angeles 4o, caiirornia, personally appeared a 

the Los Angeles Office. She has previously f urnl shed 
Information to this office and Is employed In I 



Los Angeles. 



I 



1 advised that she is casually acquainted 

Visalia, California, 



with ^ 

who had recently directed a letter to her "in which [ 
stated he ha d receiv ed 
According to 
more 
man 



•e th 
t 



a, nice letter from J. EDGAR HOOVER. " 

letter, he has known the Director for 

an 2^ years and stated, "He i s a very soun d, fair 



rela ted in his letter to 



Director thought 

to the John Birch Soc 
allegedly from a letter 



]that the 

Jhad taken the right stand in regard 
ie frv an4 furnished the following quotes, 



3 



had received from the Director: 



"There exists today in our land a vital 'rift' 
which the communists are exploiting. Unfortunately, 
thiso involves certain people across the country who 
engage In reckless charges against one another. The 
label a 'communist' is too often indiscriminately 
attached to those whose views differ from the majority. 
Those whose lives are not led according to what one 
segment of society.... The job of curtailing and 
containing communism is one for legally constituted 
authorities with the steadfast cooperation of every 
loyal citizen. This is neither the time for inaction 
or vigilante action. ..." 



b6 

b7C 
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reason for bringing the above to the 

attention of the FBI was that it was not her op inion that the 

FBI would make such disclosures to the public. 

stated that she is a member of the J£&n Birch Society and 



J 




to the public. | 
he Jcton Birch Societ; 



2^ Bureau (REGISTERED) 
2 - Los Angeles 



3?- -IS 




IV-ii, 



■J 



LA. 100-59001 



believes that 



who is : allegedly; a 



and 



opposed to the jonn Birch Society, is trying to influence her 
by using the name of the Director . ■ 



The -files of ths t,os flnyfi les Off 1 ce. r eveal that . 

Beverly Hills, . California,^ 



corresponded witn ztie .bureau on j/25/48 and 11/3/52, which 
letters were acknowledged by the Bureau on 4/5/48 and 11/10/52 
respectively, copies -of. which were fu rnished the Los Angeles 
Office. The general theme of [ 



letters related' .to his 



.concern, over subversive activities, in the; United- States i . 

The Los Angeles Office is not aware of anv addi- 



tional correspondence between- the Director- and 



and 



the foregoing is being furnished for; informational -purposes . 



>7C 



.... 



i r . 



— ' ' 1 



■ ) 



■ i ■ f 
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O'TIONAl fORM NO. 10 



UNITED STATES GO 
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J 




Memorandum 

TO The Director DATE: /?-^/?tL /J^ 

FROM : N. P. Callahan 
subject: The Congressional Record 

4eM«**fi*C lit* J &dlttrt^ teGL&x. $fc *t*t*4 ^ifc* awwr X few* * , 

AatetM *y ti» Mti^tiw^tlw *>-*»a#d Biff* SocLrty. VU* 8»ei«lj %^ 
hi if to wwaii nmtM—ttj tft* ntnl ttn TTttatii out ttri ip if ?i OttrmMy 

tottfitt**, w Mf , Rmum ft Uttt* I* wart to Coiffimw **Ue*, ' ^ 

l lstr««ttc»ti«ii or tt* SMitlr. Ht *Im^ HftkMbtf a. rtBlv !»» Mr, v.jdfer. •.!. 

c 

- r— I 

■ — < 



NOT RECORDED 
102 &PP 'Qfjt 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAICT 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED x 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for 'j <L fabj was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a aopy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate bureau case or subject matter files. 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-1 CM 



% UNITED STATES GOTERNMENT 

x Memoramum 



TO 




\ 



DIRECTOR, FBI ( 62-104401 ) (REG) date: 4/25/61 



SAC, SEATTLE (100-0-39633) 

(100- 2475^) 
u 



subject: 



_ b6 
B^TlTngham, 'Washington v ^ ^ 

si ' " 7 D ' L 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY / 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 

I 



blte~d"t;wo* letters his wife had 



On April 18, 196lJ 
Bellingham, Washington, exhi 

received from the Director in reply to her request for 

Bureau publications. Both were addressed to 

The first, dated March 23, 196l, had as enclosures publication^- 
of the Bureau. The second, dated April 10, 196l, pointed out 
that demand for Bureau publications was so heav y that her more I 




recent request could not be fulfilled. | |explained that 

on the second occasion his wife had asked for 500 copies of 
certain publications. 



and his wife are active in the JOHN BIRCH 



SOCIETY in Bellingham. 



The indices of the Seattle Office reflect that 
Bellingham, wrote a letter to the Editor of 



1° 




Seattle "Post-Intelligencer," a daily newspaper. This letter,)' 
which is set out below, appeared on page 18, column 2, of the 
April 22, i960 Issue of the newspaper. 

"Liberals of both parties are making impassioned 
statements condemning the section 'Communism in Religion,' 
printed in the Air Force Manual. 

"Congressman FRANCIS E. VdALTER, chairman of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, criticized the 
r Air Force for withdrawing the manual without trying to find 
h out about the accuracy of the charges. 

' (2)- Bureau (REG) . 
2 - Seattle ^-/A^^^ 



PTB/jpv 
(4) 



tec 




50MAY8 1961 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLACSj^iED 
DATE A £\ » Vd B ^SS^^i 



t 



SE 100-0-39633; 100-2475^ 

"HERBERT PRTLBRICK, former undercover agent 
for the FBI within the Communist Party, states 'not only 
can every statement in the Air Force Manual he documented 
to the hilt. As a matter of fact, the manual is an 
understatement.'" 

This Information is furnished for the Bureau's 

guidance in future correspondence since indicated 

that his wife would probably recontact the Bureau and ask 
for a more mo dest amoun t of literature. Pursuant to Bureau 

instructions, | "[ request for literature on April 18, 

196l, was not fulfilled. 
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Transmit the following in 
AIRMAIL 



ATRT EL 




Via 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



I 

.J_. 



I' 




DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, JACKSONVILLE (100-375) 



JOHN^ilRCH SOCIETY 
IS - X 

ReMyTel 4/26/61. 
On 4/28/61, [ 



, , j advised that on the night 

of 4/26/61, and at the very last minute, the meeting was 
called off after a telepho ne call was received from (FNU) 
| | for State of Florida for 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, saying was sick with the flu and would 
make it anot her time . From what he could determine, | 
advised that | | lives at or in the vicinity of Tavares 

Fla. 

Bureau wi ll be ap propriately advised of any future 
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meetings held by [ 



at Daytona Beach, Fla. 
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RUC. 

Bureau (RM) 
2-Jacksonv 11 1 e 
FEG-beh 
(5) 



m- 33 



b7D 

est may 8 




> A LL INFORMATION CONTAINED .., • 

HEREIN IS " x 



date: 




Approved 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



,M 



Per 



t 



6£ /£0£T 

CHANGED TO 



HAY ffitSll 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLA^M'IED 



ALL IKFOHKATIOM CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIKIE 
DATE %TV^ B* 




CHANGED TO 




THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON. 



April 12, 1961 



Memo To: Courtney Evans 
From: * Kenneth O'Donnell 

This does not really concern 



me too much but I am sending it 
along for your consideration. 



REG- ^-/^ 

s WAY 4 IS* 






58 MM 10 w» } ^ 




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

\ 

UNITED ST ATI 

Memor 



TO 



Mr, Belmont 



date: 4/28/61 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Evans 

Mai one — 



Rosen . 
Tavel _ 



ACerom : Em 0, XJj/u^ier 

„ , J aTS^ all information contained 

V* O HEREIN IS UNCLASSI^r' 

» subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY pATf \\ . ry%\ n B 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 

(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Reference memorandum Baumgardner to Belmont 
April 14, 1961, recommending that Liaison obtain, through Army, a 
tape recording of an interview conducted bu the Counter Intelli aenc 
Corp3 (CIC) of one"" 




e 



Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, now head of the John Birch 
Society, 



On April 26 and 27, 1961, this matter was discussed wi 
Major James Nix, Office of Assistant Chief of Staffs for: : 
Intelligence, the Pentagon, who advised that the tape recording 
not available at Army Headquarters, but in all probability, it 
could be made available through the CIC detachment in Boston, 
Massachusetts, Major Nix explained that in the event the tape 
recording is not available, in all probability a transcript of the 
interview would be available. Major Nix stated that he has 
communicated with the CIC detachment in the Boston area for same, 
and upon receipt of the tape recording or transcript of the 
interview, it will be made available to us, 

ACTION : 

For information. This matter will be followed closely 
by Liaison, 




l»>Mr. i\njJiMU — — 
1-Mr, Mohr 
1-Mr, Evans 
l-Mr, DeLoach 
1-Mr, Belmont 
l-Mr, Baumgardner 
1-Mr, Kleinkauf 
l-Mr, Simpson 
1-Liaison 
l-Mr, Putnam 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
Re: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
66-104401 



Welch, of course , is head of the John Birch Society 
which was organized in 1953 in Indianapolis. It has hot been 
investigated by the Bureau and is allegedly an ant i communist 
organization. He has made charges that former President Eisenhower . 
was a communist and has recently received considerable publicity 
throughout the United States. 



OBSERVATIONS: 



Inasmuch as we are not investigating the Johji_Bireh_ 1 Society 
it is not believed that we should directly interview! 

It is believed, however, that we should" 



from 



at this time. It is believed, however, that we should verify 
Army that the tape recording of the alleged interview with her is 
in existence and attempt to obtain a copy of it for examination. 



RECOMMENDATION: 



b6 
b7C 



1. It is recommended that Assistant Director Evans 
return the* attached letter to 0*Donnell and advise him that inasmuch 
as we are not investigating t he John Bi rch Society we do not 
contemplate an interview withf 



2. It is recommended that for our own information and 
consideration we should through liaison contact Army and obtain 
the tape recordin g so that w e can determine exactly what allegations 
have been made by^ 



J? 




0 ^ v vs> 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED -STATES GOVi 
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Memorandum 

Mr. A. H. Beim$jf%Vr~~ 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 




Mr. F. J. Baumgard; 

0 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

fSR^^ES2S ING ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




Mr. Kenneth O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the President, 
by routing slip dated 4-12-61 referred to As sistant Director 
Courtney Evans a letter he had received from 
Newton Center, Massachusetts, dated 3-27-61. 



Mr. O'Donnell stated 
the letter did not concern him too much but he was sending it 
to Mr. Evans for consideration. 



1 relates that one 



_ _ 

the United States from Germa ny and obtained the position of | 

~~ ] to Robert Welch of Belmont, Mas^i^usetts, now head of 



b6 
• b7C 
immigr ated to 



the John Birch Society. It is alleged Welch hired her because he 
thought, she was a Nazi and, therefore, took her into his confidence. 

| left Welch's employment because she despised his alleged 

"Nazi* -type" activities. She allegedly has furnished an "incredible 
history, purposes and activities of the Welch organization" to an 
agent from Army Intelligence who made a tape recordin g of the interview. 
The date of this interview is not specified. I I stated that 

this tape is probably available from Army for the asking. She allegedly 
has now been approached to give* her information concerning Welch and 

his associations with Senato^G^ldj?a$eE to a free-lance writer 

and to a represent at Ive^^heW^Tx^i&n^ Science Monitor. " | 
suggested to her that maximui/bWef iTltb '^is 'NatTbn^rom this 
information could best be obtained by disclosure to a representative 
of the President. She hal agreed to do this and ha s steadfastly 
refused to give her information to others. | | stated he is 

prepared to arrange a meeting with her. 



or 



.Bufiles Contain no identifiable data concerning 



1 



r-f * 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr . Baumg ar dner 

Mr. Kleinkauf 

i\ Q f.'.rimiggT**' 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



4 to : The Director bate: /?? # U £ y tf^J 

FROM N. P. Callahan 

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record 

trrttte* by Iftr. mtmm K. !U>«*rer, jtJie1ftft*r ftf til* Oc*wi4e - C*rUb*tf 
(CftltffttftAft) »—ft*. Xr. xm ft*rt««4t** b* beUtr.4 toi* *H*©ri*i !• tfc« to*** 

t4 «mh ftttom fnppiit c— |Wtp it— «ftftft mint tb» Jftbft jteftfc 
Steltty m4 Kk p»XTb&tH pud* mm! •4tf**UTw». Tim wfttoriid «i*t*» "?*r jvmx* 

Umi, tb* vommtmiM* flwtor <^t< mm mi*»t*i m mmmumj E4pur fi t * r»r, 

UtewtM. ftftpft ftjM tiwiWOTtfii. TNch aMtftfep by tb# I frt t Wfr tut »r*r wttk tbt 
f*fcilc Ukt « i«uft b*Ue«a. - - - Tfeft Amtfteta fbttfl*, MmMM< 

tb#$r mm* Urn dMtoi tm mm mpmml mmBhe pt^ i$r*«p»«4 **u 

>H»fl ftftMSf tbt p to pli , ft frosty a**i2«t wftftM tnfrwtiU 9»*pt«i«ft« tv*4 bt 
tttmi. - * - tftft C«au»nA«tft ebfts* to M4t Ameyirtwj em tfee Joba Bireb 

It ««• UttU taMt, wmu\ If ttj Utii^iKHfttrt bl Mbj ptfcMij, " 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



HEREIN IS 
DATE. 



UNCLASSI 
v\ ^ — BY 




NOT RECORDED 
102 MAY G '961 



50 MAY 11 191 

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for M#-Q fj M was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's Attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 



n 
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Mr* F. J. Baumgardner 



May 3, 1961 




Mr. J. H. Kleinkauf 



COMMUNISM AND RELIGION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



<$dhtJ Birch bodoij 



The 4/19/61 issue of "The Evening Star," Section G, 
page 6, "Final Edition," a Washington, D. C, daily newspaper, 
contained an article "Lutheran Leader Sees Harm in Birch Group." 
This article states that Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, President of the 600,000 member Augustana Lutheran 
Church | declared that the pressures from such groups as the 
John Birch Society are as dangerous as those pressures from 
extreme leftist groups. The article quotes Lundeen as stating 
"communism is dangerous and we need to be awa^e of it. But there 
is a totalitarianism of the extreme right position which is also 
extremely dangerous. It is dangerous because it bemes to us in 
the guise of patriotism. 



Bufiles contain no identifiable references to 



b6 
b7C 



ACTION: 



This memorandum is submitted fo r record purposes to 
record the results of the file review on I \ and for 

filing in Bufile on "Communism and Religion." 

100-403529 

1 * Mr. Baumgardner 

- Mr. Harrington 
1 } 62-104401 (JBS) 
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n Mr. P. J* Baumgardner 



Hay 3, 1961 

r 

Mr. J. H. Kleinkau^ 



COMMUNISM AND RELIGION 
INTERNAL SECURITY 

the A/17/61 issue of "The Dallas Tines Herald," 
a Dallas, Texas, newspaper, contained an article "Local 
Clergyman Accuses Welch Of Smear Tactics." The article 
states that Dr. William M. Elliott, Minister, Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church, Dallas, has accused Robervifelch of 
putting people in a mental strait jacket. The article further 
quotes Dr. Elliott as stating that he is particularly distressed 
at. Welch* s claim that about three per cent of the Nation's 
ministers are communist sympathizers with many holding key 
positions in church hierarchies. 

Based on the limited inform ation set for th in the 
article no identifiable references to | were located 

in Bufiles. — — — 



ACTION ; 



b6 
b7C 



This memorandum is submitted for record purposes 
in setting o ut the results of the file review concerning 
and for filing in Bufile on "Communism and 



\tf>* 



Kengion." J 



100-403529 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Harrington 
Q> 62-104401 (JBS) 

JHKrmar V 3 
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V 
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•f 



to 



Memo to Mr. Baumgardner 
Ret Communism and Religion 
100-403529 



ACTION : 




This memorandum is submitted to set out the results 
of our file review on Reverend Klausler and Reverend Schomer 
and for filing in Bufile on "Communism and Religion." 



- 3 - 



i 



4 



Memo to Mr. Baumgardner 
Re; Communism and Religion 
100-403529 




was addressed to the President of the United States 
calling for the granting of clemency for Morton 
Sobell by commutation of his sentence. One of 
the signers of the petition was Reverend Howard 
Schomer, 5740 Kimbark Avenue, Chicago 37, Illinois. 

(100-433878-2 page 16) 

The above petition was delivered to 



Iby Reverend Alva Tompkins, Pastor, Olivet 
< 



Presbyterian Church, Chicago, Illinois, (Tompkins 
is subject of Bufile 100-433878 and is on the 
Security Index.) (100-433878-2) 

The 11/7/60 issue of "National Guardian," 
page 1, contained an article "Washington convocation 
to seek Sobell freedom." The article states a 
national convocation for freedom for Morton Sobell 
would be held in Washington, D. C, on 11/19-21/60. 
One of the sponsors of the convocation was listed 
as a Reverend Dr. Howard Schomer. (100-387835-A) 

The 1/2/61 issue of the "Washington 
Post and Times Herald," pages 12-13, contained a 
"Petition to the House of Representatives of the 
87th Congress of the United States" to eliminate the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities. One of 
the signers of this petition was listed as Or. Howard 
Schomer, President, Divinity School, under the heading 
of "Illinois." (61-7582-A) 

The 4/5/61 issue of the "Red Streak" 
edition of the "Chicago Daily News," page 37» 
contained an article "List 19 Signers of Bid on 
Cuba." This article states that 19 Illinois 
citizens, including educators, clergymen and 
editors have asked President Kennedy to suppress 
Cuban anti-Castro activities in the United States. 
Their letter describes their request not as a 
"plea for Fidel Castro or for Cuba, but for the 
United States to show the world its respect for 
its own law and agreements." One of the signers 
of the letter was Dr. Howard Schomer, President, 
International Fellowship oiLReconciliation. -n . 

[(62- 77787-250- 412 )jy 
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May 3, 1961 



Mr. J. H. Kleinkauf 



COMMUNISM AND RELIGION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



ALL\ 

DAT: 



INFORMATION^ CONTAIJ 



The "Red Streak" edition of the 4/12/61 issue of the 
"Chicago Daily News," page 45 » column 1, contained an article 
captioned "Church Press Role Hailed In Exposing Birch Society*" 
This article states that the Nation's church press was praised for 
denouncing the activities of such organizations as the JohiPBirch 
Society (JBS) and quoted the Reverend Alfred P. Klausler, editor~of 
the "League Messenger," a Chicago, Illinois, publication of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, stating that the best and most probing 
analyses of the JBS are appearing in church magazines. The article 
also states that the activities of the JBS were dwelt upon by 
Reverend Howard Schomer, President of Chicago Theological Seminary, 
in his keynote address before the convention of the Associated Church 
Press which was held in Chicago during early April, 1961. 



r 



r 



Klausler. 



Bufiles contain no identifiable references to Reverend 



The following information was located in Bufiles which 
may be identical with Reverend Schomer. 

On 4/14- 16/60 a peace march from the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Center, Illinois, to 
the Morrison Hotel, Chicago, Illinois, was held 
•si calling for disarmament and the banning of nuclear 

"J ; testing. The march was sponsored by the American 

Friends Service Committee and the Fellowship of 
: Reconciliation, both pacifist groups. The anarch 

J concluded with a rally at the Morrison Hotel on 

ivi the afternoon of 4/I6/6O at which one of the 
sponsors was Dr. Howard Schomer, President, 
Chicago Theological Seminary. (100-11392-288) 



In 8/60 the Committee to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell (CSJMS) filed a petition w ith 

which 
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8 

2 

o 

1 



100-403529 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner / , AWfevs 
1 - Mr. Harrington r//^?J'f 

i\- 62-104401 (JBS) / 0 
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NOT RECORDED 
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Mr. J. E. Kleinkauf 
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COMMUNISM AND RELIGION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



The 4*20-61 issue of "The Houston Post." a Houston, 
Texas, newspaper, contained an article "Episcopalian Leaders 
Assail Welch Tactics." The article states that Very Reverend 
Francis B. Sayre. Jr., Dean of the Episcopal ghurch's National 
Cathedral in Washington, D. C, said the John Birch Society 
seemed to him "a rather vehement form of^eTT-righteoTmprerr* 
Tbe article further discloses that the Very Reverend William S. 
Lea. Dean of St. John's Cathedral in Denver, said the John Birch 
Society "plays into the hands of the Communists by setting brother 
against brother." Both churchmen criticized the charge by Robert 
W^lch that 7,000 of the 200.000 Protestant ministers in the United 
States were either communists or symphathizers . 

Bufiles show that Very Reverend Francis B. Sayre, Jr. 
is the subject of 100-369954 file, but the file does not contain 
any subversive information. There is a summary on Sayre in 
62-5-3234 dated 4-11-59, but does not contain any subversive 
information. 



The only information in Bufiles on 



I Iwas that he had attended the Assembly of World Council of 
Churches in Budapest, Hungary, during July and August, 1956. 
(100-231551-213) 

ACTION: 

This memorandum is submitted for record purp oses in 
setting o ut tty e results of the file reviews concerning f 



/ 
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Sayre and | | and for filing in Bufile on ^Communism and Religion. 
100*403529 



1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 
1 - Mr. Harrington 



<£fe 62-104401 (JBS) 



JTHsblw 
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sac, Indianapolis 



a- 



Director, FBI (62-104401) 

joHH^iRcaa society 

INFORMATION CttCERNLKG 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 




, & 1 - IndianapolJ 
Mr. Kleinkauf 



May 4, 1961 



There 



Informant No 
dated 



transmitted herewit 



4/19/61 



lerewitj- 
, at_J_ 



, f n. 



fidential 



This report has been and is being obtained from a strictly confidential source 
and any inquiry made on the basis of the information contained therein should be made in 
an extremely discreet manner so that it will not in any way reveal the source of the infor- 
mation or the possible identity of the informant. The substance of this material should not be 
included in an investigative report or made available to unauthorized individuals or out- 
side agencies unless paraphrased in such a way that the identity of the informant and the 
source of the information will not be disclosed. It is imperative that this procedure be 
closely followed. 
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Toison _ 
Pat sons _ 

Mohr. 

Belmont _ 
Callahon - 
Comad . 

DeLooch 

Evans 

Molone _ 

Rosen 

Tavel 



You are instructed to consider the contents of this report for intelligence pur- 
poses and not as possible evidence. Conduct appropriate investigation in those instances 
where you feel the reported matter or the reported material along with information already 
available to your office warrants the same. When pertinent, information from this report 
should be disseminated and characterized as emanating from a source of "unknown relia- 
bility." 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 I 
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UNITED STATES C 



Memorandum 




TO 



FROM 



The Director 



N. P. Callahan 




date: 



subject: The. Congressional Record 

PageA3138. Congressman Rousselot, (R) California, spoke 
poncerning the J ohirBirch Society. He stated "As a member of the society, I 
am anxious that it receive a fair and just hearing before the American public. " 
He included an editorial from the San Marino (California) Tribune entitled "A 
Look at John Birch. " The editorial stated "Before you allow yourself to be 

iitampeded by the critics, investigate the John Birch Society. A growing number 
>f Americans have done so, and a growing number have joined its movement 
;oward fundamental American constitutional government. The fact that they are 
under fire, is proof of their effectiveness. " 



ALL INFORMATION COKWNED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 



NOT RECORDED 

192 MAY te 1961 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for ^ J V/ ^ I b I was reviewed ana pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter filesT 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 5/5/61 



From • : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (100-12314) 

1 8 

subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY . . 
SM - C - 

Re SAC letters Nos. 59-13 dated 3/10/59 and 60-5 ' 
dated 1/26/60 and Minneapolis letter to the Bureau dated 
4/6/61 captioned as above. ' 

In view of the comments made with referenced© 
the subject organization by the Honorable MILTON rJ(>TOUNG, tt 
U. S. Senator from the state of Nj^h,Ilak©ta , the'yTohn -» u 
Bi r ch~^oci¥t y is a highly controversial subject in the 
state of North Dakota. ( . 

No new chapters Of the John Birch Society have 
been reported to this office since my letter to the Bureau 
dated 4/6/61. - , 

There has been no indication that known members 
of subversive organizations have succeeded in penetrating 
the John Birch Society chapters or have even tried to do 
so. - 

This case is being placed in a closed status. T 
Bureau will be advised of the formation of new chapters or 
efforts by subversive organizations to use the John Birch 
Society to their advantage. 




2y- Bureau 



- Minneapolis 
ADS : MJN . 
(3) 




AT.T, T>jtrnp_'.'\?Tr>:j CONTAINED 
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THE JOHN 
BIRCH 



Vol. VI, No. 3, April 196l 



The controversial John Birch Society h as 
SOCTETY emerged as the newest spearhead of ultra- 

conservatism in the United States, 
rallying extreme right-wing groups to renew efforts to unite in a political 

i 

I 

movement and provoking widespread denunciations of its extremist tactics 
and charge So 

Birch leaders were prominently featured 
as speakers at a three-day Conservative Convention held in Chicago in 
mid-April. Principal speaker was Representative Edgar W. Hiestand (R.-Cal. ), 
ardent JBS supporter and member, the first to defend the group in Congress. 
Other participants included Kent Courtney, New Orleans publisher of the 
Independent American , a monthly political newspaper, and J. Bracken Lee, 

f\ , 

Mayor of Salt Lake City and former Governor of Utah, prominently mentioned / it 
as a likely candidate to head a new third-party Presidential ticket in l°61i. 
The 



appearance of Birch Society members at the convention was hailed as /,/,/- , 

EX- 105 BEC- .88 hZr'l&tLJiL-. 

"highly significant" by Courtney's right-wing publication, which has ^figRECOKBEgj 
urged establishment of a third party.. However, expectations were dashed 0 l30 ' 



by Hiestand himself, who called, third-party proposals "political suicide."* 
"I'm enough of a businessman to know that a third party couldn't win a 

declared. / 1f I (r S~~> 



national ela«taAi," he 





RECOMMENDATION: 

None. For information. 



/ 
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Day-by-day news coverage of JBS in March 



and April reflected the growing impact of the Society, In California, the 
Governor ordered a state investigation. In Washington, some critics called 
for probes by the Justice Department or Congressional investigating commit- 
tees. A.t his April 8 press conference, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy 
termed JBS "ridiculous," suggesting it might best be laughed out of exis- 
tence. Nevertheless, on April 17, the Army announced that Major General 
Edwin A. Walker had been relieved of his command in Germany pending an in- 
vestigation into reports that he had been indoctrinating his troops with 
the views of the Birch Society. 

Although JBS' leader, Robert H.W. Welch, 
Jr., specifically disclaims religious bigotry, the group's arch-eonseryative 
program makes it a natural target for infiltration by religious and racial 
hatemongers. 

What It Stands For The goals of JBS differ little from those 



movements which have sprung up from time to time since the 1930 's. The 
Birch Society opposes social welfare legislation, the income tax, collective 
bargaining, the United Nations, foreign aid, mental health legislation, 



ideological predecessors, smearing former President Eisenhower as "a dedi- 
cated, conscious agent of the Communist conspiracy" and launching an 
organized letter-writing campaign calling for impeachment of U.S. Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Earl Warren. 



espoused by numerous ultra-conservative 



water fluoridation, centralized government* 



But Welch has gone further than his 



f * 
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As Senator Milton R e Young (R-N.D. ) 
put it, even though Welch goes "far beyond anything the late Senator Joe 
McCarthy ever thought of," Birch Society cells in his state include "some 
of the most able and influential people in the community." 

Background and Structure John Birch was an American intelligence 

officer killed by Chinese Communists in 

19U6. The Society bearing his name was founded 4 in 1958 by Robert H. W. 

\ 

Welch, Jr., now 6l, a retired candy manufacturer of Belmont, Mass, For 
more than two years, Welch has dominated JBS singlehandedly. His Society 
currently claims 100,000 members in 3U states. Annual dues are $2h for 
men, $12 for womenj life membership is $1,000. Most members seem to be 
persons of repute in their home communities, many associated previously with 
other right-wing groups. 

To create a groundswell, Welch set up 
an authoritarian organization of "cells" consisting of no more than 20 
members each, pledged to adherence to the "leadership principle." The last 
noteworthy attempt to band extreme right-wingers into "cells" occurred in 
19U5, when former Senator Robert R. Reynolds, after a devastating press 
expose, abandoned his attempts to organize a Nationalist Party. 

The Society's rules were spelled out 

early in The Blue Book , a manual for JBS members based on a two-day talk 

Welch delivered in Indianapolis to a group of supporters in 1958: 

The men who join the John Birch Society 
during the next few months or years are 
going to be doing so primarily because 
they believe in me and what I am doing and 
are willing to accept my leadership anyway... 



Those members who cease to feel the 
necessary degree of loyalty can either 
resign or will be put out before they 
build up any splintering following of , 
their own inside the Society. 

The Blue Book, still a bible for JBS 
members, gives Birchers virtual carte blanche as to how they shall carry 
out Welch's objectives in their own communities. But there are some 
specific guidelines* setting up "reading rooms" and otherwise promoting 
conservative periodicals and books; utilizing radio and TV to spread re- 
actionary views; launching organized letter-writing campaigns; and organ- 
izing "fronts" — in Welch's words, "little fronts, big fronts, temporary 
fronts, permanent fronts, all kinds of fronts." 

In actual practice, Birchers "follow 
the blueprint closely. Members meet to carry out Welch's objectives in 
their home communities, generally avoiding identification as Birchers. 
They write letters to editors; they infiltrate PTA's; they intrude their 
extreme views into standing conflicts — the controversy between Protestant 
fundamentalists and the more liberal branch, for example, or the issue of 
fluoridation; they launch attacks against the National Council of Churches 
and Chief Justice Warren. Anyone who objects to their methods is ipso facto 

pro-Communist» 

i 

Local programs are administered from 
offices in Belmont by Welch and a paid staff of "coordinators" who visit 
the cells as his emissaries, dispensing directives, advice and orientation. 
Required reading for all members is a monthly, American Opinion , sponsored 
by Welch, and the Bulletin , issued for the specific guidance of cells. 

One end-produot of all this has been 
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considerable dissension in widely scattered communities : Houston, Tex.j 
Wichita, Kans.j the states of Arizona, California and Washington. Yet 
not until March, when newspapers reported attacks on prominent Americans 
in Welch's book, The Politician, did JBS come under national scrutiny. The 
book has since been withdrawn from circulation. 

One of Welch's consultants has been 
J. B. Matthews, whose leftist activities in the 1930's were recounted in 
his autobiographical Odyssey of a Fellow Traveler. Since then, Matthews 
has served as research expert for anti-Communist groups and Congressional 
committees. He resigned from the staff of the McCarthy committee in the 
heat of controversy over an article leveling charges against clergymen* 

Welch's "advisory council" includes 
Clarence Manion, former dean of Notre Dame Law School and a frequent 
spokesman for right-wing groups; Spruille Braden, former ambassador to 
Argentina; and T. Coleman Andrews, former U. S. Internal Revenue Commissioner. 

Opposition Adverse reactions have been sharp, 

widespread and varied, as the following 

sampling indicates: 

California Assemblyman Gordon H. Winton, 
addressing the state assembly rules committees 

This organization goes beyond free speech... 
The Hitler organization started the same way 
and attracted some very respectable businessmen. 

Former Vice President Richard M. Nixon, 
commenting on the political techniques employed by the Society: 
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One of the most indelible lessons of human 
history is that those who adopt the doctrine 
that the end justifies the means inevitably 
find the means become the end* 

Without naming a particular group, 
FBI Director J e Edgar Hoover warned late in March that "vigilante action" 
by irresponsible organizations can do more harm than good in combatting 
communism in America. House Speaker Sam Rayburn cautioned that the 
Society's "strange nostrums" would "destroy our freedom© 1 ' 

A partial list of others voicing con- 
cern and disapproval includes t 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake (National Council of Churches) 

Governor Edmund G. Brown (D-Cale) 

Hugh Burns (California State Senator) 

Senator Thomas J. Dodd (D-Conn.) 

Dr. Samuel B, Gould (Chancellor, University of 

California at Santa Barbara) 
President John F. Kennedy 

Senator Jacob K. Javits (R-N.Y.) 
Senator Thomas H. Kuchel (R-Cal. ) 
Stanley Mosk (California Attorney General) 
Charles H. Percy (I960 Chairman, Republican 

Platform Committee) 
Representative Henry S. Reuss (D-Wisc.) 
Senator Stephen M. Young (D-Ohio) 

Support ' The Society's first Congressional sup- 

porter and admitted member, California 
Representative Edgar Yf, Hiestand, admires JBS as "a group of rugged 
individualists, dedicated to patriotism and determined in their fight 
against communism. n Among other Congressional defenders are John H» 
Rousselot (R-Cal, ) and L. Mendel Rivers (D-S.C), 



Shortly after the Birch Society hit the 
headlines, it won a measure of praise from some clearly questionable 
quarters. Anti-Semitic propagandists Conde McGinley and Merwin K, Hart, 
for instance, were quick to announce their endorsement and support of the 
group, in effect giving their followers the "green light," 

Conde McGinley, publisher of the vitri- 
olic hatesheet Common Sense and subject of a House Un-American Activities 
Committee report, editorialized in the March 15, 1961, issue of his bigoted 
newspapers 

Inasmuch as we have received many inquiries from 
all over the United States regarding the John Birch 
Society, we want to go on record* We believe this to 
be an effective, patriotic group, in good hands. The 
best evidence that they are effective is the fact 
that they are being smeared by people who have done 
nothing to stop communisnu 

In a recent press interview, Hart called 
the Birch Society "the single strongest factor against the advance of 
communism in the United States." Hart's National Economic Council was 
examined by the Select Lobbying Committee of the House of Representatives 
in 1950. The Committee characterized one of the Council's techniques as 
designed "to disparage those who oppose its objectives by appeals to 
religious prejudice, often an ill-concealed anti-Semitism. " 

A partial list of other JBS supporters 

follows t 

Dr. James W. Fifield, Jr. (Minister, First 

Congregational Church, Los Angeles) 
Vice Admiral C. S. Freeman (USN-Ret*) 
Dr. Carl Mclntire (President, International 

Council of Christian Churches) 



< 

Funds for the activities of the American Jewish Committee 
are raised through the Joint Defense Appeal* 
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HONORABLE JOHN H. ROUSSELOT fc^^&% TTP * T 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ALL p*^ 1 ;'!. 1 ^' ,.y<> 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. v£ 



My memorandum of March 29, 1961, advised you that 
we had received a letter from captioned Member of Congress which was 
dated March 24, 1961. In it Rousselot stated he hani been receiving many 
letters from his constituents concerning the John Birch Socie ty. He listed 
seven sample questions he alleged he was receiving from these individuals 
and asked if the Director could furnish him any information to aid in satis- 
fying the people he is representing with his first term in Congress. 

I recommended that someone in your office personally 
, acknowledge Rousselot' s letter, in the interest of cultivating future re- 
lations with him, and explain the functions and jurisdiction of the FBI. 
I also recommended consideration of telling him several facts about the 
Society which are of public record. 

i . The New York Times reported on March 31, 1961, 

• /that C ongr essman Edgar WjVHiejstand of California had called a press 
f conference to discuss the Bircli Society. In admitting that he was a 
mem ber of it, Hiestand also identified Rousselot as one. The latter 
later said he had joined it over a year ago. All of these developments 
were subsequent to Rousselot* s letter to the Director. No mention was 
made of his membership until Hiestand "smoked" him out with his re- 
marks to the newspaper reporters. ,. „ . 

€K- w «c-a . g o , jo (f 4 to 

It occurs to me that one of two reasons prompted 
Rousselot' s letter asking FBI help. He either had become concerned over 
his membership and was honestly seeking some guidance, but was reluctant 
to admit his membership; or, he was playing what he considered was a 
shrewd game in attempting to use the Bureau. He may be well aware of 
the fact that literally hundreds of letters have been written to the Director 
by Birch people trying to get Mr. Hoover to endorse; their organization - 
to no avail. Rousselot may have been using his position in^an attempt to 
get the answer for them. In any event, he concealed his membership from 
the Director in his request for aid. It is deemed advisable $p bje^mgst ;c y. 
circumspect in any future dealings with him. 
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I- Mr. Jones . 
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